		
Letter of Support — Proposal to Remove the Cost Burden of Accreditation from General Practice
Re: Support for proposal by Quality Practice Accreditation — “Shift the Burden of Accreditation Fees from General Practices” (Media release: 21 August 2026; Discussion Paper: 21 August 2026)
On behalf of [Practice name], a general practice [network] serving [brief description — e.g., a mixed urban/rural community] since [year], I write to strongly support the proposal published by Quality Practice Accreditation (QPA) on 21 August 2026 to remove the direct cost burden of accreditation from general practices and to fund accreditation through a central, independent mechanism.
We endorse the key arguments set out in the QPA media release and related discussion paper (dated 21 August 2026), specifically that:
direct, practice-paid accreditation fees have produced inequitable outcomes and price discrimination that disadvantage smaller, and rural and remote practices;
price competition risks assessment integrity, consistency and impartiality and therefore threatens the credibility of the National General Practice Accreditation Scheme; and
a centralised, budget‑neutral funding model (with an independent pricing mechanism and accountability measures for accrediting agencies) would protect vulnerable practices, better resource surveyor training and support, and prioritise assessment quality over price.
Removing the direct cash-flow burden from practices will allow us to focus limited time and resources on patient care and continuous quality improvement, rather than sourcing funds and navigating variable market pricing. We support the recommendations in the discussion paper that accreditation costs be allocated from the PIP/BBPIP budget under an independent pricing framework, and that agencies be held to clear performance and servicing standards for all practice types and locations.
We urge the Government, Department and the Commission to progress this proposal as part of the current opportunity presented by the introduction of the sixth edition of the Standards, and to commission the independent inquiry QPA recommends, to ensure transparency, equity and rigour in accreditation funding and delivery.
I agree | do not agree [strike out whichever is not applicable] to this letter of support being provided to key stakeholders listed below.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Title — e.g., Practice Principal / Medical Director]
[Practice name]
cc: 
Department of Health, Disability and Ageing: enquiries@health.gov.au
Australian Medical Association: president@ama.com.au
Royal Australian College of General Practitioners: president@racgp.org.au
Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine: acrrm@acrrm.org.au
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care: nationalgpaccreditation@safetyandquality.gov.au
Rural Doctors Association of Australia: president ceo@rdaa.com.au
Quality Practice Accreditation: feefree@qpa.health
